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As we get close to 2011, a year before the Kyoto Protocol expires (and is refreshed or replaced); it 

becomes critical to take a close look at the political and economic dimensions shaping the global 

debate on climate change. Most developing countries have a common stand: the rich world must 

shoulder its responsibility for fixing the climate. After all, “almost all greenhouse gases that have 

accumulated over the past two centuries, and are now heating up the planet, came from the 

chimneys and exhaust pipes of the rich world.” (The Economist, June 7, 2008)

The Protocol recognizes that economic development and poverty eradication are overriding 

priorities for developing countries. Yet as developing countries like China, India, Brazil and 

Indonesia churn out greenhouse gases faster than ever, America defers cleaning up its act. 

Scientific evidence and projections have pointed out repeatedly the challenges of climate change 

facing the world, and the need to mitigate and adapt to short, mid, and long term climate 

stabilization. The fourth concise and sober Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report 

– the Summary for Policy Makers argues strongly in favour of stepping up action on adaptation and 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions alongside the economic costs of a transition to a low carbon 

society. 

The time has come to wake up to the problems of climate change. Even India, China – seen by 

many as the biggest emitters of carbon-dioxide – can no longer afford not to be climate-friendly. 

Information and Communication Technologies can provide a plethora of solutions to mitigate 

and adapt to the adverse impact of climate change, and in the transfer and exchange of knowledge. 

At the same time, the ICT industry – also a source of GHG, and cited as a part of the problem – 

needs to keep a watch on its carbon emissions to contribute more towards the solution.  

Where does this leave the future of our climate?

Multi-stakeholder networks and ICT make a powerful combination for accelerating response 
to the challenges of climate change. ICT based platforms allow quick mobilization of ready 
and willing partners to work together; and permit knowledge to multiply exponentially in 
terms of reach and richness. 

ICTs can help create cross-sectoral alliances for improving institutional and grassroots 
capacity, and bring greater coordination between governments to enhance disaster 
preparedness through technological solutions. 

ICTs can facilitate activism towards flexible and pro-poor policy, development assistance and 
increased climate change funds directed to increasing the resilience of groups, communities 
and regions.

Speaking of partnerships, importantly, both rich and poor countries need to work together 
in strong binding action to save the climate for the common greater good.

This advocacy guide has been sourced from the Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP) Forum on ICT 
and Climate Change, 20 May – 9 June, 2008 

Working Together: 
Activism in 
partnerships & 
networks

6



Getting Climate-friendly 
for the Greater Good 

Climate Savers: 
Some examples of ICTs

Content

Working Together: 
Activism in partnerships & networks

OP
ST

L
I

POL
UT ON

Carbon Capture: 
Mitigation with ICTs   

Climate Exchange: 
Knowledge creation & diffusion

Adapting:
How to acclimatize?

Our Footprints, 
Our Future: A Fact box
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 Rich Countries Deep Carbon Footprints
Carbon Dioxide Emission (CO2), Metric Tons of CO2 per capita (CDIAC)

1MT - 4.9MT10 MT OR MORE

5MT - 9.9MT LESS THAN 0.5MT

0.5MT - 0.9MT

NO DATA

CO  Emissions
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(t CO  per capita)
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(Source: http://www.mdgmonitor.org and http://hdr.undp.org)
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